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Notes from the Pastor:  

Christ is risen! He is risen indeed! Alleluia! 

We celebrated our Lord’s resurrection 

March 27. The date of Easter varies, and this 

was an earlier one than usual. Having a 

snowstorm on Saturday night and Sunday 

morning of Easter is unusual as well for us, 

but not unheard of in Duluth. 

One of the joys of Easter is that it is not just a one-time 

celebration. We go on celebrating our Lord’s resurrection for 

weeks. Not only have the various portions of our liturgy which we 

had dropped out been restored (things like the hymn of praise 

and the Alleluias),  but now we continue to sing beautiful hymns 

reminding us of the ongoing celebration of our Lord’s resurrection 

and what that means for us in our daily lives. Of course, every 

Sunday will continue to be a weekly reminder of our Lord’s 

resurrection, but the church year has a seven week celebration, 

leading into the festival of the Ascension (on Thursday evening, 

May 5) and until the remembrance of Pentecost on Sunday, May 

15. 

On Maundy Thursday, the Altar Guild made a change to the 

individual cups in the distribution of the Lord’s Supper.  Instead of 
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disposable plastic cups, a switch was made to the former practice 

of glass. There were a couple reasons some on the altar guild 

pushed for this and ultimately decided for this practice.  

First, it seemed more respectful to our Lord, who gives us in the 

sacrament his very blood. Of course, ultimately, every physical 

element (glass and plastic) will be disposed of when Christ comes 

again, but the permanence of the gift (Christ’s blood) seems 

somewhat contradicted when inexpensive and disposable plastic 

cups are used to distribute them. 

Second, it seemed more respectful to the people who are 

recipients of this gift. When we have a special feast, we don’t 

usually put out cheap decorations and plates. No, that is the time 

we get out our fine china and best serving utensils. The meal of 

Christ’s body and blood is the best feast we could ever be invited 

to. For those who choose to commune with individual cups, glass 

seems more appropriate than plastic. 

In addition, there will be a cost savings (there was not the need to 

purchase new glass cups, nor the need to continue purchasing 

plastic cups) and also using glass is more environmentally friendly 

(rather than producing and throwing away the plastic). 

God’s blessings to you all this month, 

In Christ our Lord, 

Pastor Robert Franck 
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From the 

Church Office… 
 

 

 

 

Happy Easter, April Fools and everything that comes with April!  I 

am looking forward to warmer weather and little plants sticking up 

from the ground!  

To expound on our Colors of the Church theme from a couple months 
ago; the color for the season after Palm Sunday is White. White is the 
color of purity and completeness. The theme for the "great fifty days" 
of Easter is supported by the use of white. This color, used primarily 
during these Sundays, assists in bearing the message that "though your 
sins be as scarlet, they shall be white as snow." Christ's triumph from 
the grave on Resurrection day is the cause for our rejoicing. His purity 
before his Father becomes our purity.  

White reinforces that message of joy!  

This month is rather hectic with all the event planning happening here at Mt. 

Olive and in the Community (confirmation, graduations, pot-lucks, taxes; just to 

name a few!). Before you get too busy, remember to pick up one of the new 

quarterly devotions which have been placed in the narthex and the newsletter 

deadline is April 21
st
.   

Looking ahead – way ahead – we will be printing the June and July issues of the 

newsletter as one issue.  Now that you have been forewarned with plenty of 

time to plan ahead – what will you need to plan for before that deadline of 

April 12
th

??  I hope you read each issue of the newsletter from cover to cover.  It 

always contains interesting and informative articles printed just for you.  Thanks 

in advance for getting your information to the office in a timely manner. 

 

Your servant in Christ, 

 

Julie 
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The Story of the Augsburg Confession 

 

On January 21, 1530, Emperor Charles V called for a general 

assembly—an imperial diet—to be held in Augsburg, Germany. 

Convened to deal with the threat of the Turks to the empire and the 

Lutheran–Roman Catholic disagreement that was dividing the 

Church, the assembly was held later that year. 

 

For the assembly, the Lutherans prepared a confession of what 

they believed and taught on the basis of Holy Scripture. Using 

previously drafted documents and the guidance of Dr. Martin 

Luther, Philip Melanchthon, a professor friend and colleague of 

Luther, wrote the Augsburg Confession in both German and Latin. 

Dr. Luther did not attend the assembly in Augsburg because he 

was under the imperial ban. That ban declared he could be killed 

on sight by anyone. Thus, Luther stayed safely in a castle at 

Coburg under the protection of the Elector of Saxony. 

 

On behalf of the Lutherans, on June 25, 1530, a layman, Dr. 

Christian Beyer, read the German version of the Lutheran 

confession before the assembled emperor, rulers, and churchmen. 

At the conclusion of his presentation, Chancellor Beyer said to 

Emperor Charles V, “Most gracious Emperor, this is a Confession 

which, with the grace and help of God, will prevail even against 

the gates of hell.” That day in Augsburg was truly the birthday of 

the Lutheran Church. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
*We are starting a new Bible study for adults and confirmed youth 
beginning Sunday, April 3. This will be covering the Augsburg 
Confession, a key document defining the Lutheran Church. What is 
this, what does it mean, and how is it important to us? Come join 
us Sunday mornings at 8:25 in the Fellowship Hall. 
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News from the Executive Director 

He is risen. He is Risen Indeed! 

Those glorious words were spoken millions of times on 
Easter Morning. Praise be to God for loving us so much 
that he gave us his only Son.  

Dear Fellow Congregants, 

April is upon us and the 
season passes from 
Winter to Spring. With 
Spring comes many 
wonderful changes. Birds 
return, flowers start 
blooming, grass becomes green again, and Summer is 
just around the corner. More changes are coming at our 
church as well. The long anticipated window project will 
finally be completed. There have been some 
complications and delays, but those are mostly past us 
now. Watch for announcements for dedication at an 
upcoming service. The LED lighting will 
finally be complete as well. After those 
two projects are completed, the new 
outdoor lamp posts will be installed 
sometime in June. Scattered in there will 
be some painting and spring cleaning. Any assistance 
that you can offer will be appreciated.  

Yours in Christ,  
 
Bob Iverson 
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Circle News: 
The April schedule is as follows: 

    Priscilla Circle will meet on Monday, April 4
th
 

    Lydia Circle resumes its schedule on 
Thursday, April 9

7th
 at noon.    Bring a sandwich to enjoy the 

meeting and fellowship together!  (Please join us for a short Bible 
Study, at 11:15 before the Lydia Circle's noon meeting.) 

     Quilting will meet on Wednesday, April 27
th
 at 9:00 a.m. 

      Rebecca Circle Just a reminder of the play, 
“Westside Story” on April 17, at 2:00 P.M. at the High 
School in Two Harbors. Please let Judy Hoops know, if 
you plan to attend, so she can reserve tickets for you. 
Tickets are $12.00. We will be stopping to eat afterwards 
at Blackwoods in Two Harbors. 

All meetings are at the church unless otherwise indicated.  Feel free to 

call the office for information. 

 Also, the LWML spring rally will be on April 16.  The details are 
elsewhere in this newsletter.   

 

 

 

The March MITE Offering totaled $125.21 
bringing the total thus far to $343.98. 
Thank you all for your generous gifts for 

the LWML's mission efforts. You will be 
hearing more about LWML's activities in 

future months. All women - no matter 
which Circle you are participating in - are encouraged to 

be active members of Lutheran Women's Missionary 
League. Four times a year the LWML's magazine, The 
Quarterly, brings Bible Studies, news of events, projects, 

and people throughout the Lutheran Church Missouri 
Synod.  

  

The next Mite door offering will be Sunday, April 3rd. 
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Mites have been useful in many ways and Mount Olive's generous 

gifts the first Sunday of the month are working hard. Below shows 

Minnesota North's efforts and 75% of the Mites we give goes for these 
projects. The other 25% is sent to help with the national LWML Mission 

Grants. 
Below is the January 12, 2016 Board of Directors report from the 

Mission Grants Committee. An amount of ($ 22,900) in mites was 

available last quarter. The table shows the balance remaining for 

each grant. 

Mission Grants for the 2014-2016 Biennium (Balance as of 

January 12, 2016) 

GRANT 2014-2016 Mission Grant AMOUNT BALANCE 

# 1 Scholarships for Full-time 

Church Work Students 

$50,000 $300 

# 2 Scholarships for Men 

Preparing for Ordination 

$10,000 PAID IN 

FULL 

# 3 Orphan Grain Train $8,500 PAID IN 

FULL 

# 4 Lutheran Island Camp 

Summer Staff Training 

$10,000 PAID IN 

FULL 

# 5 Salaries for Teaching Staff - 

Yambio Lutheran School, 

South Sudan, Africa 

$10,000 PAID IN 

FULL 

# 6 School Building for Gloria 

Dei in Cap Haitian, Haiti 

$20,000 PAID IN 

FULL 

# 7 Lutheran Braille Workers $5,000 PAID IN 

FULL 

# 8 Life in Christ Lutheran 

Church, Grand Marais, MN 

$15,000 $15,000 

# 9 Reverend James Kollie 

Education Fund, Liberia 

$295 PAID IN 

FULL 

TOTALS $136,000 $15,300 
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The LWML Spring Rally is right around the corner!  Invite 

your friends, plan rides together!  Join friends from the Lake 

Superior Zone. 
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MISSION SUNDAY – APRIL 17 

 

The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod’s Disaster Response Ministry 

 

“So then, as we have opportunity, 
let us do good to everyone, and 
especially to those who are of the  
household of faith.” — GAL. 6:10 ESV — 

Providing physical and spiritual care in the wake of disaster 

The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod’s Disaster Response ministry responds 

to immediate and long-term needs following natural and man-made disasters, 

and Christian care is offered while working with LCMS districts, congregations, 

international Lutheran churches and other partners. 

 

Strong Faith, Fervent Love: Providing Physical and Spiritual 
Care in the Wake of Disaster 
 
The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod’s (LCMS) Disaster Response ministry responds 

to immediate and long-term needs following natural and man-made disasters. Working 

through LCMS districts and congregations as well as with international Lutheran 

churches and other partners, LCMS Disaster Response builds capacity of the church’s 

partners to respond to needs with Christian care. The ministry reaches out to LCMS 

congregations and their communities with services that include on-site assessment, 

emergency relief and development grants, pastoral care for LCMS church workers and 

members, and other resources. 

Please help support this much needed ministry! 
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Reserved for calendar 
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Reserved for calendar 
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News from 

Lutheran Island Camp 
www.islandcamp.org 

April 15-17

http://www.islandcamp.org/
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Your donations and good 

works in action! 

 

Thank you to everyone who supported The St. Louis County 

Initial Intervention Unit Drive. Besides a large box of donated 

diapers, wipes, formula, and clothes, $263 was donated, 

supplemented by $250 from Thrivent, for a total of $513 which 

was used to purchase diapers, wipes, formula, bottles, and sippy 

cups. The people working there were very grateful, and thanked us 

sincerely for touching many children's lives through this effort.  

Also: 

Thank you to all who attended the Easter Breakfast put on by the 

youth of Mount Olive Lutheran Church. Not only was a delicious 

breakfast provided, but donations of $435 to the church youth 

group's activities, including a trip to a Higher Things Youth 

Conference in Nashville, Tennessee, June 28-July 1. 
 

Thank you to Elizabeth, Rachel, and Hannah Franck for preparing 

a lot of the meal, Michael O'Leary and Abigail Franck, for serving, 

and Ed and Jayne Martinson for a lot of help setting up and 

cleaning up as well! 
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Annual Fund Raising Dinner 

*April 30, 2016 

5:00 p.m. 

 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Dinner served at 5:00 pm 
 

Menu: 

20 foot salad bar, choice of Salmon or New York 

Strip, baked potato, vegetable, dinner roll and 

dessert. 
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Orphan Grain Train 

Collection of New Socks and Undies 
 

All congregations in the Minnesota North District are invited to 
collect New socks and undies for Orphan Grain Train. 

These items will be taken to Texas border missions 
and other places where new items are allowed.  All 
sizes of undies and socks for men, women, and 
children are being collected, but children’s socks 
(for age 3 to 6

th
 grade) are very much needed, as 

children in Mexico cannot go to school without socks 
and shoes. 

Please send New socks and undies with your Pastor 
when he attends the 22

nd
 Convention of MN North 

District on May 9-11, 2016, at Madden’s Resort, 
Brainerd, MN.  Drop Off Point:  Orphan Grain Train 
Booth. 

Money to help with shipping costs is also welcome.  Monetary 
donations can be mailed to Orphan Grain Train, PO Box 61, Morris, MN 
56267, or brought to the OGT Booth.  Questions:  contact Gene Pasche, 
Chairman of MN North Branch, Orphan Grain Train at 320-589-2796.,  

There is a collection box located in the Upper Room at Mt. Olive. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  Isn't it appropriate that the month when the taxes are due begins 

with April Fool's Day and ends with cries of 

"May Day!"?   (Church Editor) 
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“Westside Story”  

 

The Rebecca Circle  

 Sunday April 17
th

 @ 2:00 pm  

Two Harbors High School  

Dinner at The Blackwoods in Two 

Harbors 
 The tickets are $12.00/Contact Judy Hoops for details. 

  Hope to see you there! 
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Evangelism outreach program: 

Food for your body • Food for your soul. 

Mt. Olive Food Shelf News: 

As expected, our overflowing pantry from the beginning of the year has 

gone down quite a bit, at times looking like Old Mother Hubbard’s 

Cupboard! Our weekly visits continue to increase and we have been very 

short on certain popular items, such as soup, fruit, canned pasta and 

meat, peanut butter and cereal. We still have about $1,200 left from the 

initial large donations and ongoing monthly donations, however, $300 is 

being spent every month and this is not always adequate to keep up with 

the need. One hundred dollars of this has been coming out of the Family 

Assistance Fund each month, but to keep these funds available for other 

needs, we have stopped this and will attempt to rely on just the food shelf 

money. 

There is about $100 received per month from members, and some food 

brought in each week, and we continue to be very thankful for this! The 

office reports that the people who come in are very appreciative of our 

food shelf, and Bibles are given to those who need them.  

As a reminder, cash/check donations can be placed in the offering plate 

and marked “food shelf.” Other needed food donations, besides those 

listed above, include jelly/jam, tuna and other canned meat, canned 

meals (chow mein, stew), canned veggies, rice, mac and cheese, ramen, 

pasta and pasta sauce, juice, peanuts and microwave popcorn. Popular 

non-food items are deodorant, toothpaste, shampoo/conditioner, lotion 

and soap. 

Statistics beginning 4/26/10 – total 
served = 99; 
2011 total served = 229;   
2012 total served = 251 (26 Bibles); 
2013 total served = 317 (20 Bibles);  
2014 total served = 452 (10 Bibles); 
2015 total served = 466 (18 Bibles); 
Total served thru March =28(5 Bibles) 
 

Actual monthly totals are posted on 

the cabinet door in the Upper Room. 
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Campus Ministry Highlights: 

The Lutheran Student Fellowship group 
continues to meet on Tuesday evenings 
at 7:00 p.m. for Bible study in the room 
through the fellowship hall. We are 
currently studying the book of Daniel.  

A fun evening at the Adventure Zone is also being 
planned for April. Keep watching on our facebook 
page or have your name added to our mailing list. 
Send an e-mail to umdlsf@d.umn.edu.  

 

Arbor Day – April 29 

 
“The earth brought forth vegetation, plants yielding seed 

according to their own kinds, and trees bearing fruit in 

which is their seed, each according to its kind. And God 

saw that it was good.”                                  Genesis 1:12  

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Plant a Tree!
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April Anniversaries 
  4   Gary & Shirley Thun   52 years 

26   Lisa Reinemann & Jody Johnson 20 years 

29   Bob & Sandy Iverson   27 years 

 

 

April Birthdays 
  1 Anya Muench 

 Corey Stephenson 

  2 Abigail Franck 

         Jayne Martinson 

  5 Susan Holm 

  Colette Warren 

  7 Jim Polzin 

  8 Evelyn Frazier 

  Keri Lynn Igo 

  9 Heather Meichsner 

11 Marv Hoops 

 

13 Josef Muench 

 Gary Thun 

  Breanna Leppanen 

14     Ernie Schoenfeld 

22 William Jezierski 

27 Doug Chambers 

 Kristen Moen 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 


